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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE KABUL 2010 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EGEN, AF 

SUBJECT: REQUEST EOR STATISTICAL DATA ON AEGHANISTAN 

1. EOR: NEA/PAB, HORNBLOW FROM FLOYD 

2. WE RECEIVED THE REQUEST CHANNELED THROUGH YOU FROM 
VIRGINIA BARTON FOR AFGHAN STATISTICS ON A NUMBER OF 
ECONOMIC INDICATORS FOR THE YEARS 1972-78. MOST OF THE 
STATISTICS REQUESTED CAN BE COMPLIED BY THE EMBASSY, BUT 
AS YOU ARE AWARE, THERE IS CONSIDERABLE DIFFICULTY IN 
RECONCILING DIFFERENT STATISTICAL SOURCES AND ESTIMATES TO 
SET UP A MEANINGFUL TIME SERIES OF INDICATORS. IN OTHER 
WORDS, WHAT IS PROPOSED IS A SIZEABLE TASK. 

3. LIKEWISE, MOST OE THE DATA AVAILABLE TO US HAS BEEN 
FORWARDED TO WASHINGTON EITHER IN EMBASSY REPORTS OR IN 
PUBLICATIONS SUCH AS AFGHAN STATISTICAL YEARBOOKS, THE SEVEN- 
YEAR PLAN, AND IBRD AND IMP REPORTS. WHILE WE WISH TO BE 
HELPFUL, WE WANT TO BE ASSURED THAT THIS IS A MEANINGPUL JOB 
THAT CANNOT BE ACCOMPLISHED WITH DATA AND PERSONNEL AVAIL- 
ABLE IN WASHINGTON. 

4. ADVISE. 
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